
Polymer Chemistry

On-Water Surface Synthesis of Vinylene-Linked Cationic Two-
Dimensional Polymer Films as the Anion-Selective Electrode Coating
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Abstract: Vinylene-linked two-dimensional polymers (V-2DPs) and their layer-stacked covalent organic frameworks (V-
2D COFs) featuring high in-plane π-conjugation and robust frameworks have emerged as promising candidates for
energy-related applications. However, current synthetic approaches are restricted to producing V-2D COF powders that
lack processability, impeding their integration into devices, particularly within membrane technologies reliant upon thin
films. Herein, we report the novel on-water surface synthesis of vinylene-linked cationic 2DPs films (V-C2DP-1 and V-
C2DP-2) via Knoevenagel polycondensation, which serve as the anion-selective electrode coating for highly-reversible
and durable zinc-based dual-ion batteries (ZDIBs). Model reactions and theoretical modeling revealed the enhanced
reactivity and reversibility of the Knoevenagel reaction on the water surface. On this basis, we demonstrated the on-
water surface 2D polycondensation towards V-C2DPs films that show large lateral size, tunable thickness, and high
chemical stability. Representatively, V-C2DP-1 presents as a fully crystalline and face-on oriented film with in-plane
lattice parameters of a=b�43.3 Å. Profiting from its well-defined cationic sites, oriented 1D channels, and stable
frameworks, V-C2DP-1 film possesses superior bis(trifluoromethanesulfonyl)imide anion (TFSI� )-transport selectivity
(transference, t_=0.85) for graphite cathode in high-voltage ZDIBs, thus triggering additional TFSI� -intercalation stage
and promoting its specific capacity (from ~83 to 124 mAhg� 1) and cycling life (>1000 cycles, 95% capacity retention).
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Introduction

Two-dimensional polymers (2DPs) and their layer-stacked
covalent organic frameworks (2D COFs) are an emerging
class of highly ordered crystalline polymer materials.[1]

Benefiting from their customizable structures and physico-
chemical properties, 2DPs have exhibited great potential in
electronics, optoelectronics, catalysis, energy storage and
conversion.[2] Significant efforts have been devoted to the
synthesis of crystalline 2DP thin films via interfacial syn-
thesis methods,[3] yielding films characterized by extended
regular π–π stacking structure and open straight channels.
These attributes play a critical role in directing and max-
imizing the charge[4] and mass (e.g., gas molecule,[5] ions,[6]

and organic molecules[7]) transport, making them appealing
for the applications pertinent to ionic and molecular sieving
membrane technologies.[8] Current 2DP thin films are
typically constructed through dynamic covalent bonds (e.g.,
imine and boronate),[9] which enable an error-correction to
make extended and well-ordered structures. Nonetheless,
the inherent reversible nature of these bonds inevitably
leads to poor chemical stability,[10] thereby imposing signifi-
cant limitations on their practical applications, particularly
in membrane technologies.

The construction of 2DPs utilizing irreversible bonds
such as dioxin,[11] phenazine,[12] pyridinium[13] and C=C (i.e.
vinylene)[14] stands as a pivotal strategy in the pursuit of high
chemical stability. Thus far, vinylene-linked 2DPs and 2D
COFs (also called 2D polyarylene vinylene) have been
mainly achieved through solvothermal synthetic methods of
Knoevenagel,[15] aldol-type,[16] Horner–Wadsworth–Emmons
(HWE)[17] and Wittig polycondensation.[18] In contrast to
2DPs connected by reversible linkages, V-2DPs exhibit
extensive in-plane π-conjugation and robust frameworks.[19]

However, despite intense progress being made in the
synthesis and the exploration of their functionalities, V-
2DPs are commonly produced as insoluble and unprocess-
able powders, presenting difficulties in their integration into
devices that necessitate thin films.[20] The synthesis of
crystalline and oriented V-2DP thin films is of paramount
importance, yet remains a synthetic challenge.

In this work, we report the on-water surface synthesis of
two novel vinylene-linked cationic 2DPs films (V-C2DP-1
and V-C2DP-2) with oriented 1D channels and robust
frameworks, which are demonstrated as desirable anion-
selective electrode coating for zinc-based dual-ion batteries
(ZDIBs). Through model reactions and theoretical calcula-
tions, we demonstrate the higher reactivity and reversibility
of Knoevenagel reaction between 1,1’-bis(4-formylphenyl)-
[4,4’-bipyridine]-1,1’-diium chloride (1) and phenylacetoni-
trile (2) as well as 1,1’-bis(4-(cyanomethyl)phenyl)-[4,4’-
bipyridine]-1,1’-diium chloride (4) and benzaldehyde (5) on
the water surface compared to the aqueous phase reaction.
Building upon this insight, we successfully synthesize V-
C2DP-1 and V-C2DP-2 with a large lateral size (~28 cm2),
tunable thickness (~2–52 nm), and high chemical stability
via the 2D polymerization of 1 and 2,2’,2’’-(benzene-1,3,5-
triyl)triacetonitrile (7), 4 and benzene-1,3,5-tricarbaldehyde
(8), respectively. Utilizing aberration-corrected high-resolu-

tion transmission electron microscopy (AC-HRTEM) imag-
ing and grazing-incidence wide-angle X-ray scattering (GI-
WAXS), we identify the fully crystalline and face-on
oriented feature of V-C2DP-1, displaying the hexagonal
structure with in-plane lattice parameters of a=b�43.3 Å.
Taking advantage of its well-defined cationic sites, oriented
1D channels, and highly stable frameworks, V-C2DP-1
exhibits superior bis(trifluoromethanesulfonyl)imide anion
(TFSI� )-selective transport in promoting the operating
voltage, intercalation stage, and reversibility of the graphite
cathode in high-voltage ZDIBs. The resulting ZDIB exhibits
significantly improved specific capacity (from ~83 to
124 mAhg� 1) and long-term cycling life (95% capacity
retention over 1000 cycles). These findings pave the way for
developing novel V-2DP films boasting oriented 1D chan-
nels and highly stable frameworks, which offer a promising
platform for advancing membranes in next-generation
battery devices.

Results and Discussion

On-Water Surface Knoevenagel Condensation. To evaluate
the feasibility of Knoevenagel polycondensation on the
water surface, we conducted model reactions using two
different sets of compounds, yielding 1,1’-bis(4-((Z)-2-
cyano-2-phenylvinyl)phenyl)-[4,4’-bipyridine]-1,1’-diium (3)
(Model-I, Scheme S1, Figure S1–4, Supporting Information)
and 1,1’-bis(4-((Z)-1-cyano-2-phenylvinyl)phenyl)-[4,4’-bi-
pyridine]-1,1’-diium (6) (Model-II, Scheme S2, Figure S5
and S6, Supporting Information), through the surfactant-
monolayer assisted interfacial synthesis (SMAIS) method
(Figure 1a, 1b and Scheme S3). In the model reactions, we
followed a three-step procedure, as illustrated in Figure 1a.
In Step I, sodium oleyl sulfate (SOS) monolayer was formed
on the water surface in a crystallization dish (diameter,
6 cm). In Step II, 1 ml cesium carbonate (Cs2CO3,
15.3 μmol) aqueous solution of 1 (6.9 μmol) was added into
the water phase. The increase in surface pressure and UV/
Vis absorption intensity indicates the facilitated adsorption
of 1 underneath the SOS monolayer, attributed to the
electrostatic interaction between the pyridinium moieties
and the anionic head groups of SOS (Figure S7 and S8).
After 2 h, 1 ml aqueous solution of 2 (13.8 μmol) was
injected into the water phase, and the system was kept at
50 °C under ambient conditions for 1 day (Step III). The
time-evolving UV/Vis absorption of the product on the
water surface shifts from 300 to 388 nm, revealing that 2
diffused to the adsorbed 1 and then initiated the Knoevena-
gel condensation (Figure S9). As a result, a macroscopic
yellow film formed on the water surface. The identical
synthetic procedure was performed for Model-II, yielding a
yellow film as well.

The reaction pathway of Model-I is schematically
elaborated in Supplementary Scheme 4. To assess the
reactivity of Knoevenagel condensations, we employed
matrix-assisted laser desorption ionization-time of flight
mass spectrometry (MALDI-TOF MS) to analyze the
resulting products obtained from the water surface and the
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aqueous solution. After 1 day of reaction, the MS spectrum
of the product in the aqueous solution (Figure 2a, bottom)
shows distinct peaks at m/z=366.1342, m/z=465.1888, m/
z=483.2019, m/z=582.2403, and m/z=564.2285, corre-
sponding to the unreacted 1, the intermediates 1a–c, and
final product 3, respectively. In contrast, for the product on
the water surface, only one peak of the final product 3 at m/
z= 564.2298 was detected (Figure 2a, top), indicating a
notably higher conversion rate of 3 on the water surface
than in the aqueous solution. In addition, the MALDI-TOF
MS of the Model-II products were also recorded to verify
the universality of on-water surface Knoevenagel condensa-
tion (Figure 2b). In this case, a large proportion of 4 in the

aqueous solution remains unreacted, while the reaction
occurs entirely on the water surface.

To gain deeper insights into the enhanced reactivity of
Knoevenagel condensation on the water surface, we per-
formed density functional theory (DFT) calculations to
determine the reaction energy barriers on the water surface
and in the aqueous solution (Figure 2c and S10). Notably,
compared to that of in aqueous solution, the on-water
surface synthesis demonstrates lower energy barriers for
intermediates 2a (� 0.15 vs. 0.73 eV), 9a (� 0.66 vs. 1.80 eV),
9 (� 0.57 vs. 0.87 eV), 9b (0.29 vs. 1.16 eV), and com-
pound 10 (� 1.06 vs. � 0.29 eV), respectively. This result
underscores the significant impact of the 2D confinement

Figure 1. a) Schematic illustration of the synthetic procedure through the SMAIS method.[3a,13] b) Model reactions in the synthesis of 3 and 6. c) A
reaction Scheme illustrating the reaction of 1 with 7, and 4 with 8 to form V-C2DP-1 and V-C2DP-2, respectively.
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provided by the air/water interface, which effectively
restrains the out-of-plane molecule movement and reduces
steric hindrance. Particularly notable is the marked reduc-
tion in steric hindrance, notably exemplified in the nucleo-
philic attack of 2a to 5 (Figure S11 and S12). This, in turn,
greatly enhances the reactivity of the Knoevenagel reaction.
Moreover, the energetic position of the 9a on the water
surface provides great possibilities for the C� C bond
cleavage from 9 to 2 (activation energy ~G=0.57 eV) in the
reverse reaction compared to that in aqueous solution
(~G=0.93 eV), suggesting higher reversibility of condensa-
tion on the water surface before the formation of the C=C
(i.e. vinylene) bond.[19a] Morphological and Structural Char-
acterization of V-C2DPs. Building upon the experimental
and theoretical results of model reactions, we further
executed the identical on-water surface synthesis of V-
C2DP-1 via (A2+B3)-type 2D polycondensation between 1
and 2,2’,2’’-(benzene-1,3,5-triyl)triacetonitrile (7), yielding
brilliant yellow films (Figure 1c and S13). The attenuated
total reflection-Fourier transform infrared (ATR-FTIR)
spectroscopy shows the appearance of C=C stretching
(~1668 cm� 1) and R2C=CHR vibration (~834 cm� 1), along
with the disappearance of the C=O (~1741 cm� 1) and � CH2�

stretching vibration (~2938 cm� 1), indicating the complete
conversion of the aldehyde group in 1 to the vinylene
linkage in V-C2DP-1 (Figure S14). Quantitative analysis of
X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) survey scan and its
depth-profiling reveal the contents of C, N, O and Cs to be
74.9, 7.8, 13.2 and 4.1 atom%, respectively, consistent with
the theoretical composition of V-C2DP-1 (the C: N: O: Cs
ratio of 17: 2: 3: 1) (Figure S15 and S16). The curve-fitted
peaks at 285.6 eV (in XPS C 1s spectra), 400.6 eV and
402.6 eV (in XPS N 1s spectra) correspond to C� O (in
CsCO3

� ), C�N and N+ (in V-C2DP-1), respectively (Fig-
ure S17 and S18), providing further evidence of the
successful synthesis of V-C2DP-1 film with CsCO3

� as
counter ions.

The homogeneous morphology of V-C2DP-1 films was
illustrated by optical microscopy (OM) and scanning elec-

tron microscopy (SEM) (Figure S19). The V-C2DP-1 film is
observed to suspend freely over the square pores of a holey
copper grid with a size of 30×30 μm2 in the SEM images
(Figure 3a), manifesting its high mechanical stiffness. The
atomic force microscopy (AFM) images display an ultra-
smooth surface for the as-prepared V-C2DP-1 thin films
with a thickness of ~52 nm and a root mean square (RMS)
roughness of 0.19 nm in an area of 10×10 μm2, respectively
(Figure 3b). Note that the thickness of the obtained V-
C2DP-1 film can be finely tuned between ~2 and ~52 nm by
changing the reaction time from 1 to 14 days (Figure S20
and S21).

To characterize the crystalline structure of V-C2DP-1,
we conducted selected-area electron diffraction (SAED)
and AC-HRTEM measurements on the obtained films. As
shown in Figure 3c, the SAED pattern (bottom, inset) of V-
C2DP-1 displays an apparent diffraction ring with the
nearest reflections at 0.45 nm� 1 (d-spacing of ~22 Å),
suggesting a polycrystalline nature. The AC-HRTEM image
further reveals the homogeneous, fully crystalline structure
with a well-ordered hexagonal lattice and a parameter of a=

b�44 Å, which is consistent with the simulated TEM image
of the ABC-stacked V-C2DP-1 derived by DFT method
(bottom). The crystallization mechanism of V-C2DP-1 was
also monitored to demonstrate the critical role of surfactant-
assisted water surface during the synthesis (Figure S22 and
S23). To verify the detailed layer orientation and stacking
mode of V-C2DP-1 film on a macroscopic scale, we further
conducted GIWAXS measurements. As shown in Figure 3d,
we probed an intense arc at Qz=1.85 Å� 1 in the out-of-plane
direction, revealing a preferential face-on orientation of V-
C2DP-1 with an interlayer distance of 3.4 Å. The reflection
peaks at Qxy=0.29 Å� 1, 0.52 Å� 1, 0.59 Å� 1 and 0.79 Å� 1

observed in the in-plane direction correspond to the (110),
(030), (220) and (50) planes of V-C2DP-1, respectively. The
in-plane intensity profile resolved in the GIWAXS pattern
elucidates the hexagonal unit cell with a=b=43.3 Å, γ=

120°, in agreement with an ABC stacking mode (Figure 3e
and S24).

Figure 2. MALDI-TOF MS analysis of a) Model-I and b) Model-II reactions on the water surface (cyan) and in aqueous solution (black). c)
Calculated energy profiles of the Knoevenagel reaction. The energies are with respect to 2.

Angewandte
ChemieResearch Articles

Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2024, e202316299 (4 of 9) © 2024 The Authors. Angewandte Chemie International Edition published by Wiley-VCH GmbH

 15213773, 0, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1002/anie.202316299 by M

PI 349 M
icrostructure Physics, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [17/05/2024]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense



Furthermore, we expanded the scope of the reaction to
encompass the synthesis of V-C2DP-2 by linking 4 and 8
under identical synthesis conditions (Figure S25). Leverag-
ing the reaction for 14 days, we obtained V-C2DP-2 film
with a thickness of 26 nm and a RMS roughness of 0.22 nm
in an area of 10×10 μm2 (Figure S26). The chemical structure
of the V-C2DP-2 was confirmed through analysis of ATR-
FTIR and XPS spectra (Figure S27–29). In addition, GI-
WAXS measurement reveals a polycrystalline nature of V-
C2DP-2 with the ABC-stacked hexagonal lattice (a=b=

46.8 Å, γ=120°), corresponding to the simulated crystal
structure (Figure S30 and S31). This observation under-
scores the generality of the Knoevenagel reaction in the
synthesis of V-C2DP thin films on the water surface.

Interfacial Coating of Graphite Cathodes in ZDIBs.
ZDIBs as promising candidates for large-scale energy
storage, have attracted growing interest.[21] Nonaqueous
electrolytes in rechargeable ZDIBs provide an option to
increase the working voltage and energy density further.
However, previous studies on carbonate-based electrolytes

have encountered severe electrolyte oxidation problems,[22]

which constrain the option of high-voltage cathode materials
for nonaqueous ZDIBs. Compared to V-C2DP-2, the V-
C2DP-1 film exhibits a higher crystallinity and face-on
oriented structure, thereby providing an efficient and short
pathway for ion transport. The presence of cationic sites (i.e.
viologen moieties) endows the V-C2DP-1 film with a high
surface Zeta potential of 66.8 mV at pH ~7 (Figure S32),
which is anticipated to afford outstanding selectivity and
conductivity of anion transport.[23] In addition, the robust
vinylene linkage imparts V-C2DP-1 with excellent chemical
stability, even in strongly acidic, alkaline, as well as organic
solvents (Figure S33–S35, Table S1),[24] making it a promis-
ing protective coating for high-voltage ZDIB. To examine
the effect of V-C2DP-1 film overlaid on graphite cathodes
(G/V-C2DP-1), we constructed ZDIB devices with a Zn foil
as the anode, pristine graphite or G/V-C2DP-1 as the
cathode, and 2 M Zn(TFSI)2 dissolved in dimethyl carbonate
(DMC) as the electrolyte (Figure 4a). V-C2DP-1 as a
homogeneous coating was tightly attached to the surface of

Figure 3. a) SEM image of V-C2DP-1 on a copper grid with a hole area of ~900 μm2. b) AFM image of V-C2DP-1 on a SiO2/Si substrate. The
thicknesses of the films along the white line are marked. c) AC-HRTEM image of V-C2DP-1. Insert: Intensity profiles along the red line, SAED
pattern, magnified (top right) and simulated (bottom right) AC-HRTEM images of V-C2DP-1 with structure overlaid. d) GIWAXS pattern of V-
C2DP-1 film. e) Experimental and calculated in-plane (near Qz=0, Q represents scattering vector) projections.
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the graphite cathode (Figure 4b). The cyclic voltammetry
(CV) curves of graphite (Figure 4c) and G/V-C2DP-1 (Fig-
ure 4d) both show several pairs of redox peaks in the voltage
range of 0.50–2.85 V (vs. Zn), corresponding to different
TFSI� intercalation/deintercalation stages of graphite (Fig-
ure 4c and 4d).[25] Graphite cathodes exhibit an inconsistent
CV pattern upon initial cycles, while the CV curves of G/V-
C2DP-1 cathodes remain constant, demonstrating the irre-
versible electrolyte oxidation process without protective V-
C2DP-1 film.

We also recorded the charge–discharge profiles of graph-
ite and G/V-C2DP-1 at 100 mAg� 1 by gradually increasing
the operating voltage (Figure S36). The maximum voltage
for the graphite electrode was limited to 2.6 V due to
parasitic electrolyte decomposition on the graphite cathode.
In contrast, V-C2DP-1 effectively isolates the electrode
from contacting electrolyte, empowering G/V-C2DP-1 with
robust resistance towards electrolyte decomposition with a
maximum voltage of 2.85 V. More importantly, with the
high operating voltage, G/V-C2DP-1 was able to achieve an
additional TFSI� -intercalation (deintercalation) stage,[25]

which affords a substantially enhanced specific capacity of
124 mAhg� 1 compared with graphite (83 mAhg� 1) at
100 mAg� 1 (Figure 4e). Consequently, the ZDIB device

with the G/V-C2DP-1 cathode provides a high energy
density of 77 Whkg� 1, while the device with the graphite
cathode only reaches 27 Whkg� 1 (Figure S37). Even at a
large current density of 1 A g� 1, G/V-C2DP-1 still delivers a
high specific capacity of 96 mAhg� 1, significantly exceeding
graphite (43 mAhg� 1).

Next, an evaluation of the long-term cycling stability was
conducted for both graphite and G/V-C2DP-1, each sub-
jected to a current density of 100 mAg� 1 and utilizing
distinct voltage windows of 0.5–2.6 V and 0.5–2.85 V,
respectively (Figure 4f). After 1,000 cycles, the specific
capacity of G/V-C2DP-1 decays from 124.0 mAhg� 1 to
117.8 mAhg� 1, referring to outstanding capacity retention of
95%. After the cycling test, the V-C2DP-1 coating effec-
tively preserved its chemical and crystalline structure (Fig-
ure S38 and S39). By contrast, fast capacity decay was
observed for graphite with a specific capacity dropped from
83.1 mAhg� 1 to 54.2 mAhg� 1 after 250 cycles. To understand
the differentiated cycling performance, we derived the 1st,
10th, 20th, and 50th charge/discharge profiles of graphite
(Figure 4g) and G/V-C2DP-1 (Figure 4h). Notably, G/V-
C2DP-1 exhibits a high initial coulombic efficiency of
92.90% in spite of its higher operating voltage, while the
initial coulombic efficiency of graphite can only reach

Figure 4. a) Schematic illustration showing the functions of V-C2DP-1 as the electrode skin in promoting the anion-intercalation chemistries. b)
SEM images of graphite and V-C2DP-1 coated graphite electrodes. CV curves of c) graphite and d) G/V-C2DP-1 cathodes at 1 mVs� 1. e) Cyclic
performance of the graphite and G/V-C2DP-1 at 100 mAg� 1. f) Rate performance of the graphite and G/V-C2DP-1 electrodes. GCD curves of g)
graphite and h) G/V-C2DP-1 at 100 mAg� 1.
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73.08%. At the 50th cycle, G/V-C2DP-1 achieved an ideal
coulombic efficiency of 99.97%, indicating superior TFSI� -
intercalation/deintercalation reversibility. Compared to that
of G/V-C2DP-1, graphite can only reach a coulombic
efficiency of 93.98% at the 50th cycle. These results reveal
the pivotal contribution of the V-C2DP-1 coating in
promoting the reversibility and durability of the graphite
cathode.

To elucidate the underlying role of V-C2DP-1 in ZDIB,
we further investigated the ion-selective transport perform-
ance through transference number measurement and molec-
ular dynamic (MD) calculation. As expected, electrostatic
potential (ESP) surface calculation presents positively-
charged triangular channels in V-C2DP-1, contributing to
the anion-selective transport of electrolyte (Figure 5a). The
energy barrier for solvated Zn2+ and TFSI� ions in the out-
of-plane path of V-C2DP-1 in DMC was calculated to assess
ion transport ability through these 1D channels. Despite the
smaller size of the Zn2+ ion, the diffusion barrier
(187 kJmol� 1) is higher than that of the TFSI� ion
(� 55 kJmol� 1), indicating the lower transport ability of the
Zn2+ ion in the channels arising from the electrostatic
repulsion (Figure 5b). To validate this observation, the
TFSI� transference number (t_) through PP/V-C2DP-1 was
calculated using Bruce-Vincent equations. PP/V-C2DP-1

film possesses a much higher t_ (0.85) than the control
sample (PP, 0.44), demonstrating the superior TFSI�

selectivity of V-C2DP-1 film (Figure 5c). MD simulation
was also performed to visualize this process (Video S1 and
S2). The MD snapshot at 500 ns shows the direct contact
and intercalation between the graphite electrode and both
solvated Zn2+ and TFSI� ions, resulting in irreversible
structural distortion of graphite and the formation of a
dense electrolyte decomposition layer on the electrode
(Figure 5d and 5e). The electrolyte decomposition causes
the impedance of the graphite cathode to increase, which
can be identified by the impedance spectroscopy (Fig-
ure S40). The collected Nyquist plots were analyzed with the
equivalent circuit, and the fitting result is shown in Table S2.
After 5 charge/discharge cycles, such thick decomposition
layer drastically increases the interphase resistance (RCEI)
and charge-transfer resistance (Rct) of graphite from 3.4 and
48.3 Ω to 23.5 and 72.3 Ω, respectively. In contrast, the RCEI
of the G/V-C2DP-1 electrode increased slightly from 7.7 Ω
to 10.3 Ω after 5 charge/discharge cycles. The G/V-C2DP-1
electrode before cycling showed a higher Rct (68.6 Ω) than
the graphite electrode due to the to-be-activated TFSI� -
wettability of V-C2DP-1 film. V-C2DP-1 film effectively
blocks the intercalation of solvated Zn2+ while allowing the
efficient transport of TFSI� ions, enabling the graphite

Figure 5. a) ESP plots of V-C2DP-1 (isosurface value=0.01 eÅ� 3). The blue and red colors denote deficient and rich electron density, respectively.
b) Zn2+ and TFSI� -diffusion energy barriers. c) Chronoamperometry profiles of polypropylene (PP) (control) and V-C2DP-1 on PP (PP/V-C2DP-1)
in symmetric Zn//Zn Swagelok cells with a step potential of 10 mV. I0 and ISS represent the current at the beginning state and steady state,
respectively. d) Representative MD simulation snapshots of graphite and G/V-C2DP-1 at 0, 300 and 500 ns. e) TEM images of the graphite grain in
graphite and G/V-C2DP-1 electrode after 20 GCD cycles.
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electrode to maintain its original layered structure and
suppressing the decomposition at higher voltage (Fig-
ure S41). Meanwhile, the Rct of G/V-C2DP-1 after 5-cycle
activation reduces to 53.2 Ω, approaching the original Rct of
the graphite electrode. These results support that the V-
C2DP-1 film can effectively prevent the formation of the
dense electrolyte decomposition layer, leading to an im-
provement in charge-storage capacity and the lifetime of the
graphite cathode.

Conclusions

In summary, we have demonstrated the on-water surface
synthesis of novel cationic V-2DP films based on the
enhanced reactivity and reversibility of the Knoevenagel
reaction in comparison to its occurrence in an aqueous
solution, as evidenced by the model reactions and modeling
analysis. Two crystalline V-C2DP-1 and V-C2DP-2 films,
characterized by a large area, tunable thickness, and high
chemical stability, were achieved. In particular, V-C2DP-1
possessed the fully crystalline and face-on oriented structure
with in-plane lattice parameters of a=b�43.3 Å. Profiting
from its well-defined cationic sites, oriented 1D channels,
and robust frameworks, the V-C2DP-1 film exhibited
superior anion-selective transport, which contributes to
promoting the operating voltage, intercalation stage, and
reversibility of the graphite cathode in high-voltage ZDIB.
This work sheds light on the development of highly oriented
and highly stable V-2DP films and bears significant potential
in advancing next-generation energy devices.
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Two vinylene-linked cationic 2DPs (V-
C2DPs) are synthesized on the water
surface via Knoevenagel reaction, pre-
senting as fully crystalline and highly
oriented thin films. The obtained V-
C2DPs exhibit well-defined cationic sites
and 1D channels, facilitating the anion-
selective transport. The integration of V-
C2DPs as graphite cathode coatings into
zinc-based dual-ion batteries (ZDIBs)
enables to improve its specific capacity
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